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About one insured person in every six sometimes uses doctors who do not accept their health insurance, a new Wall 
Street Journal Online/Harris Interactive health-care poll indicates. 
However, more than half of insured Americans in the survey say they would be willing to visit a doctor who doesn't 
accept their insurance, if he or she was highly recommended by a trusted source. 
Forty-two percent of insured U.S. adults say they would pay the full cost of a doctor's visit in order to get specialized 
treatments or services. Another 33% would be willing to pay, rather than use insurance, to see a doctor on nights and 
weekends. 
--Beckey Bright
See full results of the poll: 
"Do you have health insurance? It could be from an employer, that you purchase yourself or from a government 
program like Medicare or Medicaid?" 
Base: All Adults 
Yes, have health insurance  87%  

No, do not have health insurance  13  
* * * 
"Which one of these statements best describes you?" 
Base: Adults with health insurance 
 Total  

I only go to doctors that accept my health insurance  85%  

I sometimes go to doctors who don't accept my health insurance  15  
* * * 
"Whether or not you have done so in the past, how willing would you be to go to a doctor who doesn't take your health 
insurance if he or she was highly recommended by a source that you trust?" 
Base: Adults with health insurance 
    Income  

   Total Less than 
$15K (n=79)  

$15K-$24.9K 
(n=135)  

$25K-$34.9K 
(n=165)  

$35K-$49.9K 
(n=307)  

$50K-$74.9K 
(n=439)  

$75K+ 
(n=630)  

Very/Somewhat 
Willing (Net)  

53%  39%  39%  39%  43%  55%  63%  

  Very willing  14  16  10  9  12  11  18  

  Somewhat willing  39  23  29  30  32  44  45  

Not Very/At All 
Willing (Net)  

47  61  61  61  57  45  37  

  Not very willing  26  35  26  34  35  26  22  

  Not at all willing  21  26  34  28  21  20  15  
* * * 
"How willing would you be to pay the full cost of a doctor's visit – rather than use your health insurance – if you . . .?" 
Percent saying "very/somewhat willing" 
Base: Adults with health insurance 
       Income  
   Total Less than 

$15K 
(n=79)  

$15K-
$24.9K 
(n=135)  

$25K-
$34.9K 
(n=165)  

$35K-
$49.9K 
(n=307)  

$50K-
$74.9K 
(n=439)  

$75K+ 
(n=630)   
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Got to spend more time with 
the doctor  

23%  18%  26%  20%  18%  27%  26%   

Got specialized treatment or 
service from the doctor  

42  29  29  32  37  44  52   

Got top priority for setting 
appointments  

21  16  16  16  20  26  24   

Could see the doctor on nights 
or weekends if you needed 
medical care  

33  22  29  34  30  37  35  
 

Methodology: 
This poll was conducted online within the U.S. between August 19-23, 2005, among a nationwide cross section of 
2,300 adults. Figures for age, gender, race/ethnicity, education, income and region were weighted where necessary to 
align them with their actual proportions in the population. Propensity score weighting was also used to adjust for 
respondents' propensity to be online. In theory, with a probability sample of this size, one can say with 95% certainty 
that the results have a sampling error of +/- 3 percentage points of what they would be if the entire adult population had 
been polled with complete accuracy. 
 


